
 

 

Event Schedule 

Location: 

Penn Club 

30 W 44th Street, NYC 

(between 5 Ave/ 6th Ave) 

Event Times: (EDT)         

11:30 am  - 12:00 noon 

Registration and 

Networking  

12:00 noon - 1:00 pm 

Luncheon 

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Presentation & Webcast  

Luncheon Fees (*):   

$100 for Non-members 

$70 for 2014 members 

Check for Early-bird 

discounts . 

Webcast : $40 

As a senior member of the Latin American country analysis 
team, Robert Wood contributes to the Economist Intelligence 
Unit's extensive product portfolio, advises private sector clients 
and government officials, participates in conferences and is 
frequently quoted in the specialist media. He has been 
responsible for the coverage of most of the key economies in 
the region, currently specialising in Brazil. Before joining the 
Economist Intelligence Unit's New York office, Robert was 
posted to Brazil, and before that he was based in the Economist 
Intelligence Unit's London office.  
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Abstract      

•  Will the Pacific Alliance overtake Brazil in the world economy? 
•  Which risk profiles and tax policies are more attractive for USA investors?  
•   Is manufacturing keeping up with economic growth?  
•   What is the outlook for USA’s closest growth markets and key sources of  
    energy strategic materials and agriculture?     

 
With a combined population similar to that of Brazil, the fastest growing economies in the 
region—Mexico, Peru, Chile and Colombia—have formed the Pacific Alliance, a trade block 
that wants to unleash and capture the full potential of their investor-friendly and sound 
fiscal policies. They are the rising stars with sustainable growth policies and a growing 
middle class eager to reap the fruits of economic progress.  

This integrated economic region will rival Brazil as it blooms into the fourth economy in 
the world by 2030 creating a vast transformational opportunity for savvy company 
strategists and investors. Latam’s population estimated at one billion by mid-century 
combined with a cornucopia of natural resources ranging from the world’s largest rain 
forest to the longest mountain range to the massive oil and gas reserves, will play a key 
role in global economic growth.  

If you do business or invest globally, do not miss the unique insights of Robert Wood, the 
Deputy Director for Latin America of the Economist Intelligence Unit, a most influential 
country risk and intelligence firm, and John Salerno, the Head of PricewaterhouseCoopers’ 
Latin American Tax Group to navigate the challenges and seize the opportunities of this 
strategic region. The moderator will be George Rodriguez, the Chairman of CM&E. 
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ACS NY Section 

CM&E 

Platinum Sponsors 

Diamond Sponsor Brazil vs. Pacific Alliance: 
Latin America’s Match 

Media Partner 

Register Now at www.cmeacs.org  
 
 

 
 
 

Of the Decade 
Luncheon/Webcast of May 1, 2014 at the Penn Club 

Robert has travelled extensively in the Latin American region as part of his work. In his role 
as Deputy Director of Country Risk for Latin America, Robert is responsible for providing 
technical and analytical support to the Economist Intelligence Unit's Latin American 
specialists on sovereign credit, currency and banking sector risk issues. He also contributes 
to the Economist Intelligence Unit's risk analysis portfolio, preparing monthly reports for 
the Latin American region as a whole. Robert has an academic background in the politics 
and economic development of Latin America, and holds a Bachelors degree from the 
University of Bristol and a Masters degree in Development Studies from the University of 
Sussex. Before joining the Economist Intelligence Unit in 1997, Robert conducted 
consultancies for the European Commission and previously worked for a development-
oriented NGO in Mexico. 
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George Rodriguez (moderator), Director at Argeni LLC, an 
advisory on technology, business innovation and investments. 
Prior to Argeni, Mr. Rodriguez served for 7 years at the U.S. 
subsidiary of Nagase, a $7 billion Technology & Intelligence 
Japanese firm, as Deputy General Manager and Vice President of 
Business Development, Biotechnology & Nanotechnology in 
chemicals, plastics, electronics and health care. He led projects 
in biopharmaceuticals, bioplastics, biofuels and biochemicals.  

Previously, Mr. Rodriguez provided business consulting services 
in advanced technologies, global strategy and distribution. 
During 11 years, he played a central role at Pfizer in M&A, 
product stewardship, global sales & marketing, cross-border 
acquisitions, deal integration and operations in Latin America. 
Mr. Rodriguez is Chair of the CM&E Group and Board Member of 
the American Chemical Society NY Section. He graduated with 
the highest honors in both of his degrees: B.S. in Chemical 
Engineering, UNI-Peru, and M.S. in Industrial Management from 
the Georgia Institute of Technology.  
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John Salerno, a PwC tax partner, leads its New York-based Latin 
American Tax Group (LATAX). He advises multinational 
companies on mitigating their tax burdens through restructuring 
global and regional operations, tax-efficiently repatriating 
foreign earnings, structuring cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions, and establishing new business operations, with an 
emphasis on Latin America. He has particular experience in the 
pharmaceutical, consumer products, oil and gas and 
manufacturing sectors. He is fluent in Spanish and English. 
Seconded to PwC Buenos Aires office from 1999-2001, John 
helped launch the Argentine firm’s transfer pricing practice, 
which quickly became the market leader. He also advised U.S.- 
and Argentine-based multinationals on cross-border tax issues 
related to their operations in Argentina and the Latin America. 
He has co-authored numerous articles in Practical Latin 
American Tax Strategies, a PwC-edited publication, and has also 
co-authored articles in other leading tax publications. He is a 
frequent speaker at events sponsored by the Council for 
International Tax Education and other organizations. He was an 
adjunct professor in the graduate tax program of the Boston 
University School of Law in 1998, teaching international business 
planning. John earned a B.B.A. in finance from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, a J.D. from Boston College Law School, 
and an LLM in taxation from Boston University School of Law. 
 
 

 
 
 

About CM&E 

Established in 1954, CM&E is a 
topical group of the American 
Chemical Society’s New York 
Section. ACS, founded in 
Manhattan in 1876 and 
chartered by the U.S. 
Congress, is the world's 
largest scientific society with 
over 160,000 members and 
the premier global home for 
chemists, chemical engineers 
and related professions. ACS 
is one of the leading sources 
of authoritative information 
with 39 scientific journals and 
a registry of 67 million 
inorganic and organic 
substances. 
 
CM&E focuses on exciting 
global trends, vibrant multi-
disciplinary networking and 
actionable insights, by 
organizing monthly luncheons 
and webcasts in midtown NYC 
where thought leaders 
present original research and 
cutting-edge outlooks on 
business, economy, and 
technology in energy, 
materials & life science. 
CM&E audience includes 
professionals from industry, 
investment, academia, 
government, media and 
supranational organizations. 
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