
Mauro Leos, Vice President, Sr. Credit Officer, 
Moody’s Sovereign Risk Group. He  joined Moody’s in 
1996. He is currently the Regional Credit officer for 
Latin America in charge of a portfolio of credits that 
includes Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay, and other 
countries. As a lead analyst, Mauro is also responsible 
for regional multilaterals including IADB, CABEI, and 
FLAR. Prior to joining Moody’s, he was Managing 
Director for Latin America at Wharton Econometrics 
(WEFA) in Philadelphia. Mauro completed graduate 
studies in finance at the University of Wisconsin. He 
also studied at the Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios
Superiores de Monterrey (I.T.E.S.M.) in Mexico. 
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Mark Gross is a Managing Director at Dominick & 
Dickerman, a New York-based investment bank 
where he where he works with large and medium 
sized companies, financial institutions and financial 
sponsors in the US and internationally. He advises on 
mergers & acquisitions and capital raising with a 
particular focus on clients looking to expand their 
reach in some of the world’s most dynamic markets.  
Previously, he was Head of Corporate & Investment 
Banking, Brazil at Standard Chartered Bank and 
Senior Country Officer for Brazil and the Southern 
Cone at American Express Bank International. In his 
20 years covering Latin America and China, he has 
been involved in a number of notable transactions 
within and between these important regions. He 
holds an MBA from the Stern School of Business.

Abstract 

• Are Argentina and Brazil adjusting for a comeback?
• How powerful is the Chinese influence on growth?
• Is now the time to capture opportunities?

A new era for business is emerging South of the border. With a combined 
population and gross national product similar to that of Brazil, the fastest 
growing economies in the region - Mexico, Peru, Chile and Colombia - have 
formed the Pacific Alliance, a trade bloc that boasts investor-friendly policies. 

Brazil, the largest member of Mercosur, after coming to grips with the 
consequences of an expanding government role, is undergoing a fundamental 
policy shift that should benefit business in the medium and long term as the 
country blooms into the fifth economy in the world by 2030. 

In addition, as China establishes itself as South America's salient marketer and 
investor (energy, mining, agro, M&A, infrastructure), the USA and Europe are 
trying to strengthen ties with a region critical for growth, trade and resources.

Don't miss the expert analysis of changes that savvy strategists and investors 
can use to identify the opportunities created by the new trade dynamics, the 
competition among the largest economies and the promise of a growing Latin 
American population estimated to reach one billion people by mid-century. 
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Event Schedule

Location:
Penn Club
30 W 44th Street, NYC

Event Times: (ET)
11:15 am - 12:00 noon 
Registration and 
Networking
12 noon - 1 pm Luncheon
1 pm - 2 pm Talk - Webcast
Luncheon Fees 
$120 for non-members
$90 for members
Check for Early-bird savings
Webcast : $30. Free webcast 
recording for ACS members

About CME

Established in 1954, CME is a 
topical group of the American 
Chemical Society’s New York 
Section. ACS, founded in 
Manhattan in 1876 and 
chartered by the U.S. 
Congress, is the world's 
largest scientific society with 
over 160,000 members. 

CME focuses on exciting 
networking and actionable 
insights, by organizing 
monthly luncheons and 
webcasts in midtown NYC 
where thought leaders 
present cutting-edge outlooks 
on business, economy, and 
technology in energy, 
materials & life science. 
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Alberto Ramos, is Head of the Latin America 
Economic Research team in the Global Investment 
Research Division, since 2010. He joined Goldman 
Sachs in 2003 as a vice president and was named 
managing director in 2009. Ramos was a senior 
economist at the International Monetary Fund for six 
years and worked with Argentina, Brazil and Turkey, 
researching debt sustainability and restructurings. His 
work has been published in the Journal of Applied 
Economics, IMF Working Papers, and a Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago series. Alberto earned an 
MA and PhD in Economics. He has taught at the 
University of Chicago and the Universidade Católica
Portuguesa in Lisbon.

Christian Perlingiere, Associate Director and Latin 
America practice leader at Veracity Worldwide, has 
handled political risk matters and stakeholder 
engagement in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. 
Previously, he worked in the mining and metals 
industry, where he analyzed political, social, 
environmental, and reputational risks linked to major 
logistics and mining projects. Christian has developed 
financial compliance and investor relations projects 
in Latin America and Asia. He worked in Brazil, China, 
and Singapore. He earned his BS in foreign service 
from Georgetown University and studied at 
the University of Chicago's Booth School of Business. 

George Rodriguez (moderator), Director at Argeni
LLC, a technology and business innovation advisory. 
Rodriguez served for 7 years at the U.S. subsidiary of 
Nagase, a $7 billion Intelligence Japanese firm, as 
Deputy General Manager and VP of Business 
Development, Bio and Nanotechnology, in chemicals, 
plastics, electronics and health care. He led projects 
in biopharma, bioplastics, biofuels and biochemicals. 
During 11 years, he worked at Pfizer in global sales 
and marketing, acquisitions and operations in Latin 
America. He is CME Chair and American Chemical 
Society NY Section Board Member. He received 
highest honors in B.S. Chemical Engineering, UNI 
Peru, and M.S. Industrial Management, Georgia Tech.


